
From the Bishopõs Desk 
Greetings in the Name of Jesus Christ: 
 

Throughout multiple passages of the Bible, we find Jesus talking about salt. In Matthew 5:13 he 
says, òYou are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? 
It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.ó 
  
When Jesus compares His followers to the salt of the earth, he was not referring to salt for 
household use but for agricultural use. Salt, especially in ancient times, was often used in fertilizer. 
The compounds found in salt help enhance and preserve the fertilizer which in turn helps crops to 
abound. 
  

Fertilizer is messy but it stimulates growth. If it loses its saltiness, it would be of no use for the crops. Itõs the same with  
us as Christians. As the salt of the earth, we must be willing to get down in the trenches for Jesus. We must be willing to 
go into the deep, dark places of the earth to bear witness and spread the gospel. If we lose our saltiness, what use are we 
to the Kingdom? 
  
The world is full of people who are lost and broken and they are in need of the life changing message of Christ. That 
means we have to step outside the four walls of the church. We have to step outside of our comfort zone and go where 
no one else is willing to go in order to win souls. I urge each and every one of us to examine ourselves and strive to 
become the salt of the earth for our Lord. 
         

       

  Your Chief Servant, 

  Bishop Ernest C. Morris, Sr 

  Prelate 
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Greetings From Mother Myrick  

Dear Daughters: 

 
To accomplish anything in life, we first have to figure out the goal and then take steps to achieve 
it. This is true in business, fitness, personal finance, and almost any other activity ð but what 
about our Christian walk? We must begin by discovering Godõs goals for our lives and the only 
place to find that information is in His Word.  
 
Colossians 3:12-14 says òPut on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of 
mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; forbearing one another, and 
forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also 

do ye. And above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.ó 
 
There is one quality in these verses that stands out in particular and thatõs humility. Humility is an attitude of total 
dependence on the Lord and the recognition that we are His servants. Our natural tendency is to protect and promote 
ourselves  however humility is a mindset that puts Jesus first, others second and ourselves last.  
 
Ladies let us learn to pursue Christ with a humble spirit and a humble heart. When we do this, He will not only order 
and direct our steps in life, but He will truly pour out His abundance of blessings upon us.  
 
 
 
      With love,  

      Mother Emily Myrick 

      Supervisor, Department of Women  
 

Jurisdiction Calendar  

¶ Every Wednesday 7:00am-7:15amñConference Call Prayer  
       (1-641-715-0861 Access Code: 1045587#) 

¶ 1st Saturday of Every MonthñJurisdictional First Saturday Meeting  

¶ March  14-17,  2018:  Spring Workerõs Meeting 

¶ March 18, 2018: Mother Emily Myrickõs Birthday 

¶ June 13-16, 2018:  Auxiliaries in Ministry Convention  

¶ August 22-25, 2018:  Womenõs Convention 

¶ October 3-7, 2018:  Holy Convocation 

National Calendar  

¶ April 2 -4, 2018ñ òI AM 2018ó in Memphis, TN 
       *Commemorating the 50th anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.õs death 

¶ May 7-10, 2018ñGCPE Shepherds Conference in Baton Rouge, LA 

¶ May 28-June 1, 2018ñ 68th International Womenõs Convention in Milwaukee, WI 

¶ November 6-13, 2018ñ111th Holy Convocation in St. Louis, MO  

Contact Us 

Bishop Ernest C. Morris, Sr. 
Prelate     

All event information and other requests for publication  can be sent to:  
ashleyjefferson01@gmail.com  

267-481-3315 

Mother Emily Myrick  
Supervisor of Women 

 

 

Ashley N. Jefferson 
Koinonia Messenger Editor-in-Chief 



Jurisdictional Spotlight  
In this section we will spotlight a specific church or ministry in recognition of their commitment to the work of the Lord. 

 

In this issue we are highlighting the Mt Airy Church of God in Christ Youth 

Basketball Program. The program began in the early 1990õs with a small group of 

volunteers who wanted to provide a recreational outlet for the young men of the 

church and neighborhood. During the early years, there were no tryouts, no 

dedicated practice facilities and players were divided into two age groups. By 

1997, a group of hard working players shocked the city by winning the formidable 

Positive Image 14 and Under Championshipñputting Mt. Airy basketball on the 

map.  
 

In 2005, the opening of Mt. Airy COGICõs Family Life Center took the program to another level. In addition to four travel teams, 

the Peace on the Streets Summer League was formed to provide a safe haven for youth in the midst of a staggering homicide 

and crime wave. Recognizing the importance of using sports as an avenue for ministry, a key component of the league involves 

having players memorize a Scripture before each game. 
 

As the program has continued to grow, so too has their successñwith championship wins in leagues and tournaments across 

the tri -state region. Most recently in 2018, all four travel teams each placed among the top spots for their division in the Int er-

County Basketball Association. The success also continues off the court as many former players have gone on to graduate 

college and pay it forward by volunteering to coach the younger generation.  
 

Over the last 20+ years, God has blessed the Mt. Airy COGIC Youth Basketball Program to grow into a top-tier athletic 

organization, making a difference in the lives of hundreds of youth across the city. To God Be the Glory for the lives that h ave 

been changed and the impact that this program has made for generations. 

Local Church Directory & Weekly Schedule  
Better Life Ministries COGIC  
Pastor: Dr. Warren D. Wilcox ,II  
1 West Wayne Terrace 
Collingswood, NJ 08108 
321BetterLife@gmail.com 
Facebook: @BetterLifeMinistries 
Sunday Service 8:00 a.m. 
 

Cathedral of Praise COGIC  
Pastor: Stephen Banks 
263 South 60th Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19139 
KHFCOGIC@aol.com 
Sunday Service 11:00 a.m. 
Thursday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

Church of God by Faith  
Pastor: Joyce Ladson 
6500 Wister Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19138 
Sunday School 11:30 a.m. 
Sunday Service 12:15 p.m. 

Courtney Temple COGIC  
Pastor: Supt. Esau Courtney Jr. 
740 Pennington Avenue 
Trenton, NJ 08618 
609-278-9550 
Sunday Prayer 9:30a.m  
Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Service 12:00 p.m. 
Tuesday Prayer 7:00 p.m. 
Tuesday Bible Study 7:30 p.m. 
Friday Praise Night 7:30 p.m. 

Faith Chapel COGIC  
Pastor: C. Wayne Baxter 
1212 Edgemont Road 
Harrisburg, PA 17109 
717-233-4247 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Service 11:30 a.m. 
Tuesday Prayer 6:00 p.m. 

Christian Tabernacle Church of Philadelphia  
Pastor: J. Christopher Barmore 
Supt. R.T. Jones, Jr. 
3050 North 22nd Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19132 
215-278-2942 
Church Office Hours: Tuesday  
through Thursday 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
Sunday Prayer: 8:30 a.m. 
Sunday School: 9:15 a.m. 
Sunday Intercessory Prayer: 10:15 a.m. 
Sunday Service 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday Mid -Week Refreshing: 6:30 p.m. 
 
 



Higher Ground Temple COGIC  
Pastor: Supt. Edward Barron 
203 Vine Street 
Camden, NJ 08103 
856-283-6114 | hgtpraise@gmail.com 
Sunday Services 8:00 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. 
Tuesday Prayer Conference Call 7:00 p.m. 
Conference Call #: 641-715-3580 
Access Code: 915290 
Wednesday Prayer & Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 
 
 House of Judah COGIC  
Pastor: Charles Milliner  
910 East Church Lane 
Philadelphia, PA 19144 
houseofjudahcogic@outlook.com  
Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Service 11:00 a.m. 
Wednesday Prayer/Bible Study 6:00 p.m. 
Friday Prayer Conference Call 7:00 p.m. 
Conference Call #: 515-739-1030 
Access Code: 226781664# 

Lighthouse Fellowship COGIC  
Pastor: Overseer Lawrence Matthews 
1925 Old York Road 
Abington, PA 19001 
215-650-3803 
Sunday Service 10:00 a.m. 
Tuesday Prayer 6:00 p.m. 
Tuesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Local Church Directory & Weekly Schedule  
(continued)  

Light of the World Ministries  
Pastor: Terence Priester 
6131 Green Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19144 
Sunday Service 10:00 a.m. 
Tuesday Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 
Every Other Saturday Prayer 8:00 a.m. 
 

Living Waters Christian Center  
Pastor: Jeffrey Gaskin, M.Div 
420 South 52nd Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19143 
215-554-5350 
Sunday Service 11:00 a.m. 
Radio Broadcast: Saturdays 12:00 p.m. 
on 1110 AM Gospel Highway 11 
Friday Prayer/Bible Study 7:00 p.m.  
 

Malachi COGIC  
Pastor: Supt. Anthony Lindsay  
5209 Master Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19131 
215-878-1115 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Service 11:45 a.m. 
Wednesday Prayer/Bible Study 7:00p.m.  
Youth & Evangelistic Outing 7:00 p.m.  
 

Morning Star COGIC  
Pastor: Supt. Hezekiah Lampley 
2326 North 31st Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19132 
215-221-5505 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Service 12:00 p.m. 
Sunday YPWW & Worship 4:00 p.m. 
Monday Menõs Fellowship & Bible Study 6:00 p.m. 
Tuesday Prime Time Childrenõs Program 4:00 p.m. 
Tuesday Bible Study 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday Praise & Worship 7:30 p.m. 
Friday Prayer 7:30 p.m. 
Daily Prayer Conference Call 6:00 a.m. 
Conference Call #: 1-515-739-1033 Access Code: 427291# 

Miracle Temple COGIC  
Pastor: Mother Emily Myrick  
1409 East Main Street 
Millville, NJ 08332 
856-825-5508 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Service 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Service 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00p.m. 

First Love COGIC  
Pastor: Manu Omawale 
 

Mt. Airy COGIC  
Pastor: Bishop J. Louis Felton 
6401 Ogontz Avenue 
Philadelphia, PA 19126 
www.mtairycogic.com 215 -276-2960 
Sunday Service 7:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
Every 4th Sunday Childrenõs Church 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday YPWW & Service 7:00p.m. 
Thursday Broadcast (The Word Network) 12:30 a.m. 
Every 2nd Friday Youth Service 7:00 p.m. 

New Bethel Overflow COGIC  
Pastor: Samuel Pickett 
3151 West Dakota Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19132 
Sunday Service 11:30 a.m. 
 
 

mailto:houseofjudahcogic@outlook.com


Shekinah Glory Ministries  
Pastor: J. Robert Harrison 
132 Modena Road 
Coatesville, PA 19320 

St. James Chapel COGIC 
Pastor: Supt. Steven McCracken 
11 South 9th Street 
Reading, PA 19601 
610-375-7537 
Sunday Breakfast Ministry 8:30 a.m. 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.  
Sunday Morning Worship 11:30 a.m.  
Monday Prayer: 6:00 p.m. 
Tuesday Christian Education: 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday Women's Prayer Call: 6:15-6:30p.m. 
Conference Call # 1-605-475-4810 
Access Code: 1021464# 
Friday Night Live Service: 7:00 p.m. (every other Friday)  
Saturday Menõs Bible Study: 9:00 a.m. (2nd & 4th Saturday) 

True Covenant Worship Center  
Pastor: Eric Butler 
4415 Marlton Pike 
Pennsauken,  NJ 08109 
Sunday School 9:10 a.m. 
Sunday Service 10:30 a.m. 
Monday Prayer Call: 7:00 a.m. 
Conference Call #: 641-715-0608 
Access Code: 967477 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

True Worship COGIC  
Pastor: Errol Nugent  
200 East Cliveden Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19119 
www.twcogic.com 215 -856-4497 
Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 
Sunday Service/Childrenõs Church 11:00 a.m. 
Monday Conference Call Prayer 6:00 a.m. 
Conference Call #: 515-739-1030  
Access Code: 644-298-826 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

Voice of Holiness COGIC  
475 North Burlington Road  
Bridgeton, NJ 08302 
Pastor: Hopeton Bartley 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Morning Service 11:00 a.m. 
Sunday Evening Service 6:00 p.m. 
Tuesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday Service 7:00 p.m. 

Local Church Directory & Weekly Schedule  
(continued)  

Oasis Sanctuary 
Pastor: Isaac Davidson 
900 North 12th Street 
Reading, PA 19604 
Sunday Service 11:00 a.m. 
Wednesday Prayer &  
Bible Study 6:00 p.m. 
 
Open Bible COGIC  
Pastor: Carolyn McRae 
1412 Lehigh Street 
Easton, PA 18042 
484-241-1295 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Service 11:00 a.m. 
3rd Sunday Service 3:00 p.m. 
Monday Prayer 6:00 p.m. 
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 

Power Through The Word  
Pastor: Latanya Franklin 
4256 Paul Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19124 

Resurrected Life Evangelistic Church  
Pastor: Ronald W. Dunston Sr. 
189 Anderson Avenue 
Morrisville, PA 19067 
Sunday School: 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Service: 11:15 a.m. 
Tuesday Prayer/Bible Study: 7:30 p.m. 

New Mt. Zion Pentecostal COGIC  
Pastor: Zan Chancy 
Supt. William Chancy  
1501 North 20th Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19121 
215-235-3820 
Sunday School 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday Service 11:30 a.m. 
Tuesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m. 



Upcoming Special Events  
 

Mark your calendars for the following:  

Koinonia Jurisdiction  
¶ Saturday, March 17th 12:00-4:00 p.m.: Annual Womenõs Department Luncheon  

* Massoõs Catering (210 S. Delsea Drive Glassboro, NJ 08028)  
* Tickets: $45 for adults & $10 for children (ages 7 & under) 
* For more info, contact Chairlady Brenda Alexander or Chairlady Ecclester Musgrove  

 

Theos Ho Pater District  
¶ Wednesday, March 6th-Friday, March  9th: Theos Ho Pater District Fellowship Meeting   

*Prayer: 7:00 p.m. & Service: 7:30 p.m. at Morning Star Church of God in Christ  
*Theme: The Church Seasoning the World (Matthew 5:13-16) 
*Tuesday, March 6th: Music & Youth Night (Bring Your Praise)  
*Wednesday, March 7th: District Missionary Night (Speaker: Dist. Miss. Glenda Radical)  
*Thursday, March 8th: Anointed Pastor's Night (featuring 10 minute sermonettes)  
*Friday, March 9th: District Superintendentõs Night (Speaker: Supt. Hezekiah Lampley) 

 

Business & Professional Womenõs Federation 
¶ Saturday April 7th: 1:00-3:00 p.m. at Mt. Airy COGIC (Donation:   $10) 

*Theme:  "2018 Economics Moving Forward" What's Your Next Move? 
*Topics - 2019 Taxes, Investment in Insurance & Real Estate, Medicare & Healthcare 
*Featuring: Panel discussion & informational handouts  

 

Courtney Temple COGIC  
¶ Friday, March 30th 7:30 p.m.: Good Friday Service 
¶ Sunday, April 1st 10:00 a.m.: Resurrection Sunday Service  

*Featuring the youth of Courtney Temple  
 

St. James Chapel COGIC 
¶ Sunday, April 15th 11:30 a.m.: Annual Family and Friends Day 
 

Miracle Temple COGIC  
¶ Sunday, March 4th: Missionary Night  
¶ Tuesday, March 6th: Young Womenõs Christian Council (YWCC) 
¶ Sunday, March 11th: High Praise Night  
¶ Sunday, March 18th: Mother Emily Myrickõs Birthday 
¶ Monday, March 19th: Men Perfecting Men Fellowship  
¶ Sunday, March 25th: Palm Sunday Service (AM) & Youth Night (PM)  
¶ Wednesday, March 28th-Friday, March 30th: Resurrection Revival 
¶ Saturday,  March 31st 1:00-2:30 p.m.: Resurrection Hunt 
¶ Saturday,  March 31st: 40 Day Fast Ends 
¶ Sunday, April 1st: Resurrection Sunday Service (AM) & Easter Program (PM) 
¶ Tuesday, April 3rd: Young Women Christian Council (YWCC)  
¶ Sunday, April 8th: Rainbow Service  
¶ Saturday, April 14th: Pantry Party (BPW)  
¶ Friday, April 20th: Armor of God Service (Choir)  
¶ Sunday, April 22nd: Youth Night  
¶ Monday, April 23rd: Men Perfecting Men Fellowship  
¶ Sunday, April 29th: Pre-Womenõs Day Celebration 
 

Mt. Airy COGIC  
¶ Wednesday, March 7th at 6:30 p.m.: Pew Rally 
¶ Wednesday, April 25th at 6:30 p.m.: Kingdom Womenõs Conference  

*Speaker: Mother Barbara McCoo Lewis 
¶ Saturday, April 28th at 12:00 p.m.: Kingdom Womenõs Conference Luncheon 

*Hilton Philadelphia City Avenue |Cost: $35  
*Speaker: Dr. Kathleen Wilson-Thompson  



        A Moment of Meditation  

Who Do You Choose? 
 

By: Lady Vanessa M. Gaskins  

When I gave birth to my third son, it was clear early on that he was a òDaddyõs boy.ó  When his cries would 

jar me from sleep at night, I would rise to feed and change him, but he would never wholly settle down. 

However, I noticed that the second he was settled in his Daddyõs arms, his cries would instantly dissipate 

and he would fall asleep peacefully.    

Around the age of two, when my sonõs vocabulary and conversational skills were steadily growing, he 

opened his mouth and said to me, òI donõt like you. I want my Daddy!ó I locked eyes with my son in utter 

disbelief and even anger. How could he say he wants his Daddy?  Donõt get me wrong, his Daddy is a 

wonderful father and a phenomenal husband, but I donõt think he even knew our sonõs shoe size.  I was the 

one cooking baby boyõs meals, washing his clothes, picking him up from child care, filling his prescriptions, 

and lovingly completing a thousand other tasks.  

However, before I could open my mouth, a sobering thought entered my mind: This must be how God feels 

when we choose everything and everybody else above Him! How many times has God been left standing in 

the wings while we told Him with our actions, that our friends, our phones, our social media accounts, our 

sleep, and everything else was more important than Him. How many times did we tell God by our actions, 

òI donõt like You. I want something else!ó  How many times have we ran in the opposite direction in search 

of comfort or answers when the eyes of the Lord searches the whole earth to show Himself strong on our 

behalf (2 Chronicles 16:9).   

God is looking for an opportunity to be everything we need Him to be.   He created and formed us and is 

well acquainted with our lives ñeven more so than we are. He knows our end right from the 

beginning.   We donõt even know the number of hairs on our head, but He does! God loves us 

unconditionally.   He orchestrates the details of our lives, and even watches over us as we sleep. 

In that moment, I silently asked the Lord to forgive me for anytime I used Him as my last resort instead of 

my first resource. Today, my son is 9 ½ and completely shocked and tickled by this story. My love for him 

has always been full, and will never diminish no matter what he says or does.   Thatõs just the way a 

motherõs love works.  Similarly, Godõs love is steadfast (Psalm 86:15) and His mercy endures forever (Psalm 

136:26).  Absolutely nothing can separate us from the love of God (Romans 8:38-39), not even our foolish 

choices which sometimes places Him everywhere but in first place.  

In Joshua 24, all the tribes of Israel were asked to make a choice between serving God and continuing after 

idols.  They wisely declared, òThe Lord our God will we serve, and His voice will we obeyó (vs. 24).  Let us 

also prioritize whom or what takes precedence in our lives!  Will it be a consistent prayer life? A daily dose 

of the Word? Seeking Godõs presence? The tribes of Israel could not afford to make the wrong choice, and 

neither can we. 



Jurisdictional Highlights  

Check out highlights from the 85th Birthday Celebration of  

our Prelate Bishop Ernest C. Morris, Sr. 


